[image: image1.jpg]EARTH DAY FESTIVAL 2011

LIVEFCREEN
aNKonbob





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


For More Information, Contact:

Sally Mengel, 501-247-2953 or info@ArkansasEarthDay.org
Arkansas Earth Day Foundation Plans State’s Largest Environmental Event
Learn, Network, Shop, Eat, Play and Lend a Hand on April 23 at North Shore Riverwalk Park

WHO:


Arkansas Earth Day Foundation

WHAT:

Arkansas Earth Day Festival 2011
WHEN:

10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Saturday, April 23, 2011
WHERE:

North Little Rock’s North Shore Riverwalk Park
BACKGROUND:
If you are looking for ways you can do your part in saving the environment, the Arkansas Earth Day Foundation has just the thing.  Learn how to reduce, reuse and recycle while you shop, eat and hear live music at the 2011 Arkansas Earth Day Festival from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at North Little Rock Riverwalk Park on Saturday, April 23.

Attendees will learn of all the ways they can reduce what they purchase, reuse what they already own, and recycle things they no longer need or can use.  Those looking to support green businesses can purchase Arkansas Earth Day Foundation solar ink t-shirts and reusable shopping bags as peruse hand-made crafts, green products and services, foods, jewelry and games.  Local vendors bring fresh, organic, delicious and healthy options to nosh, and entertainment includes jam, bluegrass, folk and reggae bands as well as square, Indian, Latin and hip hop dancers.

When not enjoying the fresh air and sunshine, those attending the festival can meet team members from environmental nonprofits, agencies and entrepreneurs.  People also can participate in litter clean-up crews, bring in their recyclables, and play in the kids’ area where there are recycled crafts, bicycle demos, big bubbles, large art projects and murals, yoga and bongo demonstrations,  a green maze, and interactive environmental models – even a petting zoo.

In 2009, about 15,000 people attended the festival, which attracted more than 60 sponsors, displayed more than 80 booths and drew more than 500 volunteers. The festival has seen a compound annual growth rate of 119 percent as well as a 500 percent growth in attendance from the first festival. The estimated attendance of the 2011 festival is upwards of 20,000 visitors.
10 Percent for the Planet

Businesses that would like to support Earth Day can pledge just 10 percent of store sales made Saturday, April 16, 2011. By donating a percentage of sales on Earth Day, businesses will be recognized as local sponsors of the Arkansas Earth Day Foundation.  The proceeds will enhance the Foundation's efforts to educate all Arkansans and provide opportunities for community involvement to improve the environment all over our state.
For more information about the Festival, the Foundation or how to participate, contact Sally Mengel at 501-247-2953 or info@ArkansasEarthDay.org.
About Arkansas Earth Day Foundation
The Arkansas Earth Day Foundation (AEDF) is a nonprofit coalition engaging Arkansans, growing awareness and encouraging action for a clean, healthy and sustainable Natural State through an annual festival and year-round community initiatives.
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